
 
 

 
 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee – Meeting Minutes 
April 9, 2020 • 5:00-7:00PM 
Web Conference via ZOOM 

By computer at www.fastplanning.us/keepup/zzoom 
By telephone at: 1 (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID 781-902-262 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Jackson Fox called the meeting to order for David van den Berg, who had not yet joined 
the meeting, at 5:03 p.m. 
 

2. Introduction of Members and Attendees 
  *David van den Berg, Chair 
  *Corlis Taylor 
  *Peter Stern 
  *Carl Heim 
  *Jim Richardson 
  *Nathan Belz  
  *John Stowman (absent) 
  *Larry Zervos 
**Jackson Fox 
**Olivia Lunsford 
**Deborah Todd 
   Andrew Ooms 
   Amy Griffiths 
   Camilla Dartnell 
   Donna Gardino 
   Stan Justice 
   Don Galligan 
   Alex Gagne-Hawes     

  *BPAC Representative 
**FAST Planning Staff 
 

3. Approval of the April 9, 2020 Agenda 
Motion: To approve the April 9, 2020 Agenda. 
Discussion: No further discussion. 
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved by consent. 
 

4. Approval of the February 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: To approve the February 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes. (Stern/Zervos). 
Discussion: No further discussion. 
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved by consent. 
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5. Staff /Working Group/Chair Reports 
Mr. Fox thanked everyone for accommodating the change in the meeting style due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions. Mr. Fox asked the BPAC Committee about the annual bike-
pedestrian counts during the month of May and whether they should plan to continue to do 
them in May even though the counts might not be comparable to previous years, or delay 
them until later in the summer when things went back to closer to normal. There was 
discussion and a comment about whether it would be the best representation of levels due 
to the restrictions. It was decided that BPAC would do the bike-pedestrian counts in May 
to keep it consistent with previous years and note what was going on in 2020 to explain 
their results. 
 

Working Group Reports 
There were no working group reports. 
 

Chair Report 
Mr. van den Berg reported the two local governments had been asking what they should 
do in response to Covid-19 and the Downtown Association had told them to keep 
delivering high quality service. Mr. van den Berg encouraged small businesses to be 
applying for the small business federal stimulus grant. 
 

6. Public Comment Period 
Stan Justice commented about Skarland Trail and how it got buried by snow every winter 
when there was plenty of room to store the snow on the shoulder of the road but plows still 
plowed it onto the trail. Mr. Justice stated that all the traffic was then forced to be on the 
road, and he did not think it was safe for people to be on the road. Mr. Justice explained 
that the ski trail predated the road and at that time it was just a wagon road and there was 
already a ski trail through that area. Mr. Justice commented that to make a square 
intersection with Farmers Loop, Ballaine Road got pushed all the way to the west and the 
trail was totally wiped out, so to compromise, they put in a trail, but now the trail was 
covered with snow, so it was unusable. Mr. Justice thought that the road would be just fine 
with snow on the shoulders and not on the path. Mr. Justice stated that he thought the 
paths should be as far off the road as possible and not buried with snow. 
 

Mr. Fox stated that he would pass that information along to the Dan Schacher of DOT 
Maintenance Division. 
 

Alex Gagne-Hawes: Commented that he hoped whatever plan they had for 5th Avenue 
would look at improving the driveway at Goldie’s. Mr. Gagne-Hawes stated that he had 
been biking in the south Cushman area and it was still rough. Mr. Gagne-Hawes thought it 
was good that they had a plan for the trails. 
 

7. Old Business 
a. Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Update:  

Mr. Fox introduced Andrew Ooms, of Kittelson & Associates, who provided a 
presentation about the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Update to go over the 
Goals and Objectives as well as the Policy Issues that BPAC sent. 
 

Motion: To approve the Goals and Objectives as revised (Taylor/Richardson). 
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Discussion: Ms. Gardino commented that it might be better if Goal #5 said; “an 
adequately maintained and year-round system”. 
 

Mr. van den Berg asked why in Goals #1 and #2 said, “plan for and provide” rather 
than “build and construct”. 
 

Mr. Ooms stated that “provide” was more general and viewing the system was a little 
more expansive beyond just the infrastructure. 
 

Mr. van den Berg liked the change in Objective #2 and asked about Measure #3 and 
for confirmation that they were going to relate to maintenance which gave them year-
round access. 
 

Mr. Belz commented that under Goal #2, the measure to improve connectivity was 
less concrete or tangible compared to the other measures listed. 
 

Mr. Ooms stated that they would involve them in updating those measures, but the 
current focus was the Goals and Objectives. 
 

Mr. Stern commented about Goal #5 and his impression was that FAST Planning was 
more involved with construction funds and not maintenance funding and it might not 
be in their area of responsibility. 
 

Mr. Fox stated that Mr. Stern was accurate about that and they could say: 
“encourage” local governments to maintain and provide year-round access. 
 

Mr. Zervos stated that Goal #5 was broad. 
 

Mr. Fox explained that Goal #5 basically meant that they were developing a list of 
capital improvement projects to build up our network here in town. 
 

Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 
 

b. 5th Avenue Reconstruction Project Update 
Mr. Fox explained that FAST Planning volunteered to help the City of Fairbanks 
assemble a Stakeholder Group and held a series of four meetings between January 
and March of 2020 which were all well-attended and well represented by businesses 
and organizations along 5th Avenue. Mr. Fox stated that they came up with some 
concepts for the project design that the City would take to the public to get feedback. 
Mr. Fox explained that the City of Fairbanks would hold a Virtual Open House and 
online survey in May to gain feedback on whether 5th Avenue should be a one-or two-
way street and other design concepts that the Stakeholder Group came up with. 
 

c. Road/Rail Crossing Reduction/Realignment Plan 
Mr. Fox provided a presentation of the Road/Rail Reduction Realignment Plan from 
Kinney Engineering, the Consultant for the Plan. 
 

d. Vision Zero National Initiative 
Ms. Lunsford provided a brief synopsis of the Vision Zero National Initiative. 
 

e. FAST Planning Maintenance Policy Revision 
Mr. Fox explained that the meeting packet contained the existing FAST Planning 
Maintenance Policy for projects constructed with Federal funding. Mr. Fox explained 
that he had proposed a rewrite of the policy in February and based on comments 
received at that previous meeting, he had revised the Policy and asked for committee 






