
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 
FAST Planning Office, KeyBank Bldg., 100 Cushman Street, Suite 205 

October 10, 2019 • 5:00-7:00PM 

1. Call to Order 
Mr. Fox called the meeting to order at 5 p.m. for David van den Berg. 

2. Introduction of Members and Attendees 
*David van den Berg, Chair 
*Peter Stern 
*Bud Kuenzli 
*Corlis Taylor 
*Carl Heim 

**Jackson Fox 
**Olivia Lunsford 
**Deborah Todd 

Jim Richardson 
Jason Hill 
Donna Gardino (via telephone) 
Larry Zervos 

*BPAC Representative 
**FAST Planning Staff 

3. Approval of the October 10, 2019 Agenda 
Motion: To approve the October 10, 2019 Agenda. 
Discussion: No further discussion. 
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 

4. Approval of the August 8, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: To approve the August 8, 2019 Meeting Minutes. 
Discussion: No further discussion. 
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 

5. Staff /Working Group/Chair Reports 
Ms. Lunsford presented an interactive map of the Fairbanks Downtown Area she helped 
create with the Borough and explained its features. 

Mr. Fox stated that BPAC should add it to their Work Plan and follow along with it and 
would send a link to all the members. 

Mr. van den Berg stated that the Fairbanks Downtown Association wrote a Resolution to 
establish a street snow removal standard and code enforcement for sidewalks in the City 
of Fairbanks. 



6. Public Comment Period 
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Mr. Fox stated that he had received an email from Alex Gagne-Hawes containing 
questions that he wanted to share with the BPAC. 
Donna Gardino commented via telephone as a Board Member of the Downtown 
Association that what they were recommending was to have a performance-based plan for 
snow removal in the Downtown Core because currently there were no priorities in place for 
that area. 

7. Old Business 
a. Work Plan Overview 

Mr. Fox stated that he had made updates to the Work Plan and the updates were 
highlighted with red text. 

• Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Update-DOT had put together an RFP 
and it would be advertised within the next month. Mr. Fox stated that the 
December 2019 BPAC meeting would be the kick-off meeting and the BPAC 
was designated as the working group for that plan and plan development 
would take approximately one year. 

• Safety Performance Measures and Targets-DOT has updated and adopted 
their 2020 Safety Performance Measures Targets and when DOT adopts their 
targets, FAST Planning had 180 days to either support those targets or create 
their own and the Technical Committee had recommended support of those 
targets at their 10/2/19 meeting. Mr. Fox stated that the targets were based on 
a five-year rolling average of data analyzed by DOT. 

• Statewide Bike & Ped Plan was adopted on July 1, 2019. 
• Bike Map Update-FAST Planning had delivered a box to UAF this past 

summer and had a box remaining and chose not to update the map last winter. 
Mr. Fox explained that the map was previously under the control of the 
Borough Planning Department and now would be under the control of the 
FAST Planning office. Mr. Fox stated that Ms. Lunsford intended to make the 
map interactive for users and had $5000 in the budget for map printing. 
Mr. Fox stated that Ms. Lunsford would start the update in November or 
December 2019 and would contact Mr. Kuenzli and Mr. Belz to assist her with 
that effort. 

• 2nd Annual Winter Maintenance Forum will be held October 15, 2019 at the 
Fairbanks City Council Chambers from 5:30 -7 p.m. 

• Grant Possibilities: Mr. Fox stated that FAST Planning had submitted a 
BUILD Grant application for Cowles Street and the awards for the BUILD 
Grant application would be announced in mid-November 2019 and he would 
keep them updated . 

• Minnie Street Upgrade-Mr. Fox stated that the Draft Minnie Street Corridor 
Study Plan had been completed by DOWL and could be accessed on their 
website at MinnieStreet.com and comments could be directed to 
minniestreet@Dowl.com. Mr. Fox stated that the study brought forth two 
projects: one project to repave the streets and sidewalks and required right-of
way acquisition which could take up to seven years because of the large 
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number of parcels to be acquired. Mr. Fox stated that the City might want to 
consider sidewalk on only one side of the street if they wanted to avoid right
of-way acquisition and get the project constructed faster. Mr. Fox stated that a 
long-range project would be to complete the connector to the Johansen 
Expressway. 

• 5th Avenue Reconstruction: Mr. Fox stated that he had checked in with DOT 
on the status of the 5th Avenue Reconstruction Project and the funds had been 
obligated for the design start, but the City of Fairbanks had not yet started the 
design. Mr. Fox stated that they should be starting in November or December 
and the City would be putting together a Steering Committee to come up with 
design options from Barnette to Noble Street and the Steering Committee 
meetings would be in the FAST Planning office. 

b. PSA Videos 
Mr. Kuenzli stated that he thought he was done but after several failed telephone 
calls, he had about given up on getting the PSAs on the air. Mr. Kuenzli stated that 
he gave them to Ms. Lunsford and she could put them on the website and social 
media. 

Mr. Fox stated that the budget contained $2,000 for PSA ads this fiscal year and 
could be used if needed. 
Mr. Kuenzli asked if there were any radio PSAs opportunities. 

c. 2nd Annual Winter Maintenance Forum 
Mr. Fox explained that the meeting packet contained a flyer advertising the event and 
Ms. Lunsford had blanketed the City with flyers as well as posting extensively on 
various social media, the FAST Planning website, newspaper display ads in the 
News-Miner, going on the radio "Drive at 5" Show, as well as getting it on the KSUA 
Community Calendar. Mr. Fox stated that there would be presentations and speakers 
along with door prizes to hand out between presentations and breaks between each 
presentation to allow for public comment. 

d. FFY21-23 FAST Improvement Program Priorities 
Mr. Fox explained that the meeting packet contained the list of project nominations 
and a summary of all the new nominations received. Mr. Fox stated that the project 
nominations were reviewed and prioritized by the FAST Improvement Program 
Subcommittee and would be presented to the Policy Board for approval at their 
October 16, 2019 meeting. 

Mr. Stern explained that he would like to nominate two projects for the FAST 
Improvement Program, one being the Farmers Loop Extension bike path and the 
other the bike path from Seekins Ford to Trainor Gate Road. 

Motion: To nominate resurfacing the non-motorized path along Farmers Loop Road 
Extension as a contingency project for the FAST Surface Improvement Program. 
(Stern/Kuenzli). 

Discussion: Mr. van den Berg asked if there was any ridership data for that path. 

Mr. Fox stated that they had bike and pedestrian counts for that intersection and the 
projects could be added to the contingency list and worked in as funding allowed. 
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Mr. Heim stated that if they repaved the path and then the interchange project was 
completed, they would have to rip all that pavement out so that was probably why it 
had not been nominated yet. Mr. Heim stated that there were also a couple DOT 
projects that were in the works that might include that section of path. 

Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 

Motion: To nominate resurfacing the non-motorized path along the Steese Highway 
from the Johansen Expressway to Trainor Gate Road as a contingency project for the 
FAST Surface Improvement Program. (Stern/Taylor). 

Discussion: No further discussion. 

Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 

e. Committee Member Term Expirations and Renewals 
Mr. Fox explained that there were two City of Fairbanks BPAC seats vacant and he 
had sent an email to Mayor Matherly requesting nominations for those seats and had 
suggested Jim Richardson and Donna Gardino for them, but Ms. Gardino lived 
outside City limits so he was not sure about whether she could be on the BPAC. 
Mr. Fox stated that Mayor Matherly stated that he would get back to them with his 
decision but had heard nothing to date and it was within his power to select whoever 
he wanted, but Mr. Fox had presented the BPAC suggestions for those seats to him. 

8. New Business 
a. Pedestrian Access During Road Construction 

Mr. Stern explained that he had brought this agenda topic to them regarding the 
project at Airport Way and Peger Road intersection. Mr. Stern explained that he had 
spoken with the HC Contractors foreman who had told him that it was ADA compliant 
access, but that did not look to be the case. Mr. Stern stated that after speaking with 
DOT and Golden Heart Utilities, it led him to wonder what the standards were for 
pedestrian or bike path crossings. 
Mr. Heim explained that he thought the ramp was ADA compliant and, because there 
was a 20 ft. hole there, it was the best option they had because it was either detour 
them under the Peger Road Bridge or six tenths of a mile away which might have 
been difficult for pedestrians using that detour. 

9. Other Issues 
Ms. Taylor stated that January 9 and 10, the State Highway Safety Office planned a 
conference and Tammy Kramer wanted her to provide some names of people on BPAC 
that would be interested in attending that Conference. Ms. Taylor stated that it would be 
funded by the State Highway Safety Office and they would like to have someone from the 
BPAC to be a speaker and she had emailed Mr. Fox with suggestions for topics that would 
be interesting. Ms. Taylor stated that she would forward interested BPAC member names 
to them and the conference was two days in Anchorage and focused on highway safety 
topics. 

Mr. Fox stated that he would be interested in attending the Conference. 

10. Committee Member Comments 
• Mr. Stern encouraged everyone to attend the Winter Maintenance Forum this year and 

that he went last year and thought it was really good, but not well attended. 
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• Mr. van den Berg echoed Mr. Stern's sentiment that everyone should try and attend. 
• Mr. Zervos commented about the new construction at University and Johansen saying 

that riding south you had to cross a free righthand lane before you got to a crossing 
signal and a signal should be installed on the side where the biker and pedestrian had 
to cross instead just the other lanes of traffic. 

11.Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. The next BPAC meeting will be Thursday, 
December 12, 2019, 5-7 pm, FAST Planning Office, 100 Cushman Street, Suite 205. 

Approved: _n_ ;?(J-=-~ 0-=-· ---·~--_{o- "~-----
~ van den Berg, Chair ~ 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
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