FAST Planning
EV Charging Station – Call for Projects FAQ

General Contract Administration Requirements:
1. My site is privately owned – am I still required to meet federal highway construction contracting requirements (i.e., prevailing wage)?
a. Yes. Projects will be required to meet all Title 23 construction requirements (Ch. 1 of Title 23 USC and 2 CFR Part 200) including 23 USC 113 (prevailing wage) and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
2. Are project sites required to meet American with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements?
a. Yes, EV charging stations and sites must comply with ADA and Section 504 requirements so that all infrastructure can be accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities.
3. Are projects required to meet Build America, Buy America requirements?
a. Yes, per the Waiver of Buy America Requirements for Electric Vehicle Chargers published by the Federal Highway Administration, EV charging equipment is subject to Build America, Buy America requirements.
Eligible Project Funds:
1. Can I use project funds to cover any necessary electrical equipment and upgrades (e.g., transformers, switchgears, etc.)?
a. Yes. Costs to acquire and install on-site electric service equipment (e.g., power meter, transformer, switch gears) are eligible. Minor grid upgrades, defined as “the work necessary to connect a charging station to the electric grid distribution network” are also covered. It’s recommended that applicants explore whether these costs can be covered (either partially or entirely) by electrical utilities.
Technical Requirements:
1. How many charging stations are required? Do I need to install Level 3 (DC Fast) charging stations or can I install Level 2 charging stations?
a. Projects are required to provide four (4) ports – this can be achieved through installing four (4) single-port charging stations or two (2) dual-port charging stations. As long as the project proposes four (4) total charging ports, these ports can be Level 2, DC Fast, or a mix of both.
2. What are the minimum power requirements I need to provide?
a. Level 2 ports must provide a speed of at least 6kW. While Title 23 states that DC Fast ports along Alternative Fuel Corridors must provide at least 150kW, there isn’t a defined minimum for community fast charging; at least 50 kW is recommended. The identified minimum power requirement must be provided simultaneously across all ports. For example: if your project proposes installing 4 Level 2 ports, all 4 ports must be capable of providing the full 6kW simultaneously for a site minimum of 24 kW.  

3. What types of connectors do I need to provide? Do I need to provide North American Charging Standard (NACS) connectors?
a. Each Level 2 port must have a permanently attached J1772 connector and each DC Fast port must have at least one permanently attached CCS Type 1. While providing the NACS connector is not required, as long as the J1772 and CCS Type 1 connector requirements are met, NACS connectors can be installed as well. 
Operational Requirements:
1. Do the charging stations need to be available 24/7?
a. Charging stations need to be physically accessible to the public for at least the hours of operation for the site. To ensure reliability, it’s required that charging stations are up, working, and available at least 97% of the time.
2. Are there any other things my site needs to have or provide (e.g., public restrooms)?
a. Potential charging sites must have elements that ensure the safety of both the potential driver as well as the charging infrastructure itself. This includes physical security elements (e.g., video surveillance, sufficient site lighting, siting that ensures visibility from onlookers, locks to provide equipment tampering, etc.) as well as cybersecurity elements like third-party cybersecurity testing and certification.
3. Am I required to provide any data or information on the charging stations once they’re up and running?
a. Yes. Projects are required to submit charging data on a quarterly and annual basis for each charging station. The following data is to be provided:
	Quarterly
	Annually

	Charging Station ID
	Maintenance & Repair Cost per Station

	Charging Port ID
	For private entities, identification of & participation in any state or local business opportunity certification programs (e.g., WBE, DBE, etc.)

	Charging Session Start & End Time, Error Codes by Port
	

	Energy (in kWh) dispensed, per charging station, per port
	

	Peak session power in kW by port
	

	Payment method for each session
	

	Charging station port uptime for the quarter
	

	Duration (in minutes) of any outages
	

	Charging Session Zip Code
	




4. How long am I required to meet these requirements?
a. Charging stations must remain networked and operational for at least five years.
5. What level of matching funds must I provide?
a. FAST Planning requires that a 9.03% funding match of the total project cost be provided.
6. Where can I find out more about the requirements.
a. The NEVI Standards and Requirements, which apply to all Title 23 projects like Carbon Reduction Program and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funds, can be found in 23 CFR Part 680.
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