
 WALK, RIDE, & ROLL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, August 6th, 5:00 – 7:00 PM 
100 Cushman Street, Suite 205 (Key Bank Building) 

To join the Zoom Meeting via computer, go to: www.fastplanning.us/keepup/zoom 
Zoom Meeting Phone Number: 1 (253) 215-8782, enter Webinar ID: 822 4704 9214 

1. Call to Order 
2. Introduction of Members and Attendees 

a. Welcoming Faith Espinosa and Beezy Bentzen to the WRRAC 
3. Approval of August 6, 2026 Agenda 
4. Approval of March 26, 2026 Minutes (p. 2-5) 
5. Staff/Working Group/Chair Report (p. 6-14) 
6. Public Comment Period 
7. Bike Friendly FBX Updates (verbal updates) 

a. Data Bike Postponement 
b. Bike and Ped Count 
c. BFFBX Partnership Renewals, bi-annual model 
d. Free Bike Valet 

8. Old Business Item 
a. Metropolitan Planning Area Boundary Update (p. 15) 
b. Active Mobility Leadership Lab (p. 16-25) 

FBX Bike Month Planning Group, seeking additional participants 
c. Trainor Gate & F Street Updates and Next Steps (p. 26-40) 

9. New Business Item 
a. Geist Road Corridor Study Update,  Alaska DOT&PF (p. 41-48) 

Signal timing concerns at crosswalks 
b. State Law/Regulation Review (p. 45-99) 

E-bike Classifications + the E-moto Question (p. 45-91) 
Speeding in School Zones (explore Title 13 – not attached) 
Entering crosswalks when users are present (p. 45-48 +) 
All purpose vehicles (APVs) on public roads (explore Title 13 – not attached) 

10. Other Issues 

a. Motorcyclist/Bicyclist Collision (p. 100-102) 

11. Committee Member Comments 

12. Adjournment 

Next Scheduled Meeting: Thursday, September 24, 2026 | 5:00 – 7:00 P.M. 

http://www.fastplanning.us/keepup/zoom


 

 

WALK, RIDE, AND ROLL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

Meeting Minutes 
MARCH 26, 2026 • 5:00 - 7:00 PM 

FAST Planning Office, 100 Cushman Street, Suite 215, Fairbanks, AK 
Web Conference at: https://fastplanning.us/keepup/zoom/ 

Zoom Meeting Telephone Number: 1 (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID: 841-0199-4636 
 

1.  Call to Order 
Kim Streeter, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 
 

2.  Introduction of Members and Attendees 
   *Susan Bissell 
   *Ron Davis (absent) 
 **Corey DiRutigliano 
 **Jackson Fox 
   *Matt Layral 
 **Olivia Lunsford, Vice Chair 
   *Travis Naibert 
   *Jim Richardson 
   *Kim Streeter, Chair 

*BPAC Representative, **FAST Planning Staff 
 

3. Approval of the March 26, 2026, Agenda 
Motion: To approve the March 26, 2026 Agenda. (Naibert/Richardson). 
Discussion: Agenda Item 8c - City of Fairbanks Planning Efforts was moved after-Agenda Item 5 
- Staff/Chair Report.  
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 
 

4. Approval of the January 29 and March 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: To approve the January 29 and March 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes. (Richardson/Layral). 
Discussion: No discussion. 
Vote on Motion: None opposed. Approved. 
 

5. Staff/Chair Report 
The FAST Planning Community Grant Program was approved by the Policy Board. The grant 
application period is April 1-30, 2026. The application is posted on the FAST Planning website. 
The Project Enhancement Committee will score the applications. 
 

6. Public Comment Period 
 No public comment. 

7. Old Business 
a. Chena Riverwalk Phase III Project Update 

The WRRAC held a special meeting on March 13, 2026 to discuss and make 
recommendations for the Chena Riverwalk Phase III project. The recommendations were 
presented to the Policy Board at the March 26, 2026 meeting. The Policy Board discussed 
the recommendations and postponed this item with the public comment period remaining 
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open. WRRAC members are welcome to attend the April 15, 2026 Policy Board meeting to 
make public comments. The public is also welcome to attend and provide comments. 
 

b. Committee Vacancies 
The WRRAC currently has three vacancies: one for City of Fairbanks, one for City of North 
Pole, and one for the DOT&PF. Four applications were received to date. One of the 
applicants is from DOT&PF. The vacancies were advertised on social media, the FAST 
Planning website, as well as word of mouth. 
 

c. Active Mobility Leadership Labs 
 Seeking WRRAC Member Volunteer(s) for Action Plan Work Group 

Ms. Lunsford explained that it was officially time to start building a work group list for the 
Active Mobility Leadership Labs and she would appreciate having WRRAC members 
involved in this work group. 
 

d. Data Bike Update 
The materials are purchased to build a data bike for FAST Planning. A trailer to travel behind 
the data bike is being built by Bankstown Bike & Ski. The data obtained by the data bike 
could be downloaded and used to assess cracks, determine root wear and tear, and create a 
prediction model for where pavement is going to degrade.  
 

e. Alaska Walkability Action Institute (AWAI) Updates 
 Trainor Gate & F Street WRRAC Involvement Opportunity 

One of the recommendations made in 2012 was to put in a rapid flashing beacon at this 
intersection. The school put out a crossing guard which may have negated the need for the 
beacon and the Alaska Railroad thought that the beacon would interfere with the train 
crossing signal. The project was then dropped. A child was hit on Trainor Gate in the 
crosswalk. A City of Fairbanks police officer was stationed at the intersection to enhance 
safety and eliminate speeding in the crosswalk area. The most recent solutions that will be 
implemented in that area are: installation of three speed tables across the crosswalk, No 
Parking signs along F Street frontage where parents are parking during pick up and drop off, 
installing signs to prohibit left turn off of F Street heading south during pick up and drop off, 
put out a request for a quote to put a suspend a flashing yellow bulb over the top of the 
crosswalk, and suspend signs across Trainor Gate on either side of the road so that people 
know what the lanes are and where the lanes are, putting in stop bars on either side of 
three of the four legs of the intersection on Trainor Gate so that folks that are traveling 
eastbound on Trainor Gate know that they should not get into the middle of the 
intersection and wait at the crosswalk but stop before the crosswalk. The AWAI discussed 
curb extensions/bulb outs for pedestrian traffic, closing the turning lane and deploying a 
pedestrian refuge island (modular median) for people to wait. AWAI will be doing a 
citizen/scientist study with the kids from the schools. They will do vehicle counts at the 
intersection crosswalk, non-motorized use counts, speed studies using a radar gun. All data 
collected will be done prior to and after the safety measures are implemented. The 
students will perform this study during the week of May 5th. The students will present their 
findings at the November 2026 Policy Board meeting. The Fairbanks City Engineer is working 
on a drawing depicting what the bulb outs will look like in the intersection before they are 
built. 
 

 AARP Walk Audit, FBX 50+, Senior Volunteers through MAST 
There was an event at the Carlson Center with Fairbanks seniors to discuss pedestrian 
safety and a walk audit will be performed on May 7, 2026 at Pioneer Park.  
 

8. New Business 
a. Bike Month 
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 Planning for Annual Bike and Ped Counts, Bike to Work Day Collaboration with Parks 
and Recreation, Data Bike Launch, Downtown Market and Tiny Bike Valet 

There is no meeting in May because it is Bike Month. Volunteers will be needed for the bike 
and pedestrian counts which will be May 26-28, 2026. FAST Planning staff will be attending 
the NACTO Conference that is scheduled during Bike Week. FAST Planning will not be doing 
tabling during Bike Week. A day will be scheduled for Bike to Work Day instead of making it 
a whole week. The data bike will be launched. FAST Planning will be tabling the Downtown 
Market and having a tiny bike valet for that. Interviews will also be conducted during that 
event.  
 

b. Street Sweeper (video) 
A video was shown to the Committee showing a bike lane sweeper. There is a chance to win 
a sweeper by submitting video of the conditions of various bike lanes/paths. If anyone has 
content of gravel on the bike lanes or paths, they could submit it to Olivia. If we don’t win 
the contest, the cost to buy the sweeper outright is approximately $4K.  
To view the street sweeper giveaway video go to: 
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/sweepergiveaway2026/, 
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/sweepergiveaway2026, or 
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/sweepergiveaway2026  
 

c. City of Fairbanks Engagement | Vertical and Horizontal Planning 
 Update from Corey DiRutigliano about City of Fairbanks Related Efforts 

Mr. DiRutigliano explained that he was invited by Mayor O’Neall to participate in the 
Mayor’s Institute on City Design fellowship called “Just Cities.” The focus of this fellowship 
the mayor selected was the Polaris site and the Request for Proposals (RFP) that is being 
developed for that. There are two levels to this program. There are both immediate and 
long-term goals. The immediate goal is to look at improving street activation in the 
downtown area. The long-term goal is to come up with a developer’s playbook for 
downtown. A guidance document that is not legally binding like code but is intended to be a 
list of design criteria for downtown if someone was considering developing or renovating in 
the downtown area.  
 

9.  Other Issues 
Mr. Richardson asked if there was a way to convince the two entities to better maintain the 
area of Cowles Street to Airport Way. 
 

10.  Committee Member Comments 
 Mr. Richardson commented that he went underneath the Peger Road bridge today and 

that path up the hill to the residential area is a total disaster. He would think that some 
neighbor nearby, if you paid them some money, they would go and make sure that thing’s 
open; bring a snowblower down, or whatever. He’d even be willing to finance part of it. 

 Mr. Naibert commented that it was interesting to see a news article when New York City 
had all the snow and there were these articles about the mayor basically saying that 
anyone with a shovel would get paid $30/hr. to shovel the sidewalks. He didn’t know if that 
was a model they could use either in the city or the Borough for key places. Obviously, they 
don’t want to pay people $30/hr. to shovel right in front of their own house. 

 Mr. Layral commented that he thinks that specific area is kind of a no man’s land because 
the State does Peger. Technically that’s part of that whole Peger but then it goes up to the 
residential area, which is City, and then the Borough maintains everything from the Dog 
Park to the bridge. So, it’s just this 100-ft. long section that nobody really wants to touch. 
He understands from an operations point of view getting a skid steer down there but then 
where do you put the snow? 
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11.  Adjournment 
Motion to Adjourn: (Richardson/Layral). The meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m. The next 
meeting is Thursday, June 25, 2026. 
 
 
Approved: _______________________________ Date: ______ 

Kim Streeter, Chair 
FAST Planning BPAC 
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

Action Items 

06.03.2026 

Motion: To postpone this action item [FTA Section 5307 funding split] to the July Technical 

Committee meeting. (Denton/Dueber). None opposed. Approved. 

Motion: To recommend to the Policy Board to approve the release of the Draft 

FFY2027-28 Unified Planning Work Program [UPWP] for a 30-day public comment period. 

(Spillman/Denton). 

Amendment: To recommend the addition of an Airport Way Audit under Task 300. 

(Spillman/Campbell). None opposed. Approved. 

Amended Motion: To recommend to the Policy Board to approve the release of the 

Draft FFY2027-28 Unified Planning Work Program [UPWP] for a 30-day public 

comment period, and the addition of an Airport Way Audit under Task 300. None 

opposed. Approved. 

Jac�x G 1--, Date 

Chair, Technical Committee 

Page 1 of 1 
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Active People, Healthy Nation℠ Plan Action Plans 
 
 
 

An Active People, Healthy Nation Action Plan is a document that helps ensure a community’s vision for increasing physical activity 
through community design is concrete. An Action Plan is a public-facing, locally focused plan that provides detailed action steps for 
achieving high-priority community-driven goals related to changes in policies, systems, and/or environmental changes intended to 
equitably increase community design for physical activity. This document provides Active People, Healthy Nation Action Plan 
guidance, template, and an example. 
 
Guidance 
Creating an Action Plan  
The Active People, Healthy Nation Active Communities Tool Action Planning Guide (especially pages 11-13) can help cross-sector 
teams create an action plan for improving built environments to promote physical activity.  
 
When working with a community, encourage representation from three or more relevant sectors as community partners. Encourage 
at least one of the sectors on the project team include an organization or individual representing the interests of the priority 
populations and/or communities experiencing the greatest burden of physical activity inequities and disparities. The Action Planning 
Guide outlines specific steps of the planning process, such as Completing the Active Communities Tool's Assessment Modules to 
identify opportunities for action. 
 
Active People, Healthy Nation Action Plans should include the following: 

✔ SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and timebound) goals and action items.  
✔ At least one reference to Active People, Healthy Nation 
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Incorporating the Active People, Healthy Nation Design Element/and or Initiative Name 
Anyone who works with an Active People funded partner and creates an Action Plan is eligible for an adapted 
design element with their specific state or local geography. Using the design element shows that the group or 
organization is part of the larger Active People, Healthy Nation movement to help get people more physically 
active. To request an adapted design element, please contact Kaitlin Graff, Health Scientist in CDC’s Physical 

Activity and Health Branch and manager of the Active People, Healthy Nation initiative (mpy6@cdc.gov). Also copy your Active 
People funded partner training or project contact for awareness.  
 
Here are some examples of how to use the Active People design element branding or co-brand: 

● "Active People, Healthy NationSM" OR "Active People, Healthy [jurisdiction name here]," for example: 

  
● Co-brand with Active People, Healthy Nation using the national or adapted design element. 
● If the organization or group has their own brand and they don’t want to co-brand with Active People, Healthy Nation, they 

should use the following language, "in support of Active People, Healthy NationSM 

23
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Template: Active People, Healthy [Insert Local Name] Action Plan  
If helpful, you may use the following template as a guide when creating the action plan. 
 
Name of Organization: FAST Planning 

 
Goal #1:  
By May 2027, FAST Planning, in collaboration with partner agencies and local Bike Friendly Businesses, will launch a month-long FBX 
Bike Month initiative. This community-wide campaign will increase opportunities for residents to engage with the local bicycle 
network and connect with fellow cyclists, encourage individuals who are new or interested in bicycling to explore available resources 
and riding opportunities, and provide education to all roadway users on safe navigation and the shared responsibility of coexisting 
with bicyclists. 
 
 

Action Item 
 

Specific steps to help you in accomplishing your goal. Include 
an estimated general timeline 

Responsible Agency/Individual/Team 
 

Who will be the main person(s) for 
completing this action item? Who will 
support this work, if needed? 

Additional Comments 
 

Important/useful notes/resources 

Action Item 1.1: 
By end of August, 2026 - define monthly meeting times, 
eventual bi-monthly meeting times, and create calendar 
invites for the Working Group. 

FAST Planning, Olivia Lunsford  All Working Group Members  

Action Item 1.2: 
Identify ideal month-long Event Calendar throughout 
Winter 2026/2027. 

Working Group   

Action Item 1.3: 
Engage existing Bike Friendly FBX Businesses and other 
community partners to participate.  

FAST Planning, WRRAC Members, 
Working Group Members  

Media, bike maintenance 
clinics, group rides, punch 
cards, etc.  

Action Item 1.4: 
Launch FBX BIKE MONTH for May 2027 

Working Group + Bike Friendly 
Businesses 

Engage the media! 
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Action Item 
 

Specific steps to help you in accomplishing your goal. Include 
an estimated general timeline 

Responsible Agency/Individual/Team 
 

Who will be the main person(s) for 
completing this action item? Who will 
support this work, if needed? 

Additional Comments 
 

Important/useful notes/resources 

Action Item 1.5: 
Evaluate outcomes immediately upon closure of Bike 
Month (June 2027) 

FAST Planning, Working Group, 
Businessses 

Send out a survey for those 
who engaged in the process, 
complete an evaluation 
template to transfer to later 
iterations of Bike Month 

Goal #2:  
Estimated Reach: How many people will this goal potentially reach?  
*Chart rows within the template may be edited to reflect the space needed by the project team’s goals and action steps (i.e., delete 
unused rows or add additional rows if including less than/more than 3 goals or 5 action steps). 
 

Action Item 
 

Specific steps to help you in accomplishing your goal. Include 
an estimated general timeline 

Responsible 
Agency/Individual/Team 

 
Who will be the main person(s) for 
completing this action item? Who will 
support this work, if needed? 

Additional Comments 
 

Important/useful notes/resources 

Action Item 2.1: 
By (insert month/year), enter action step here (row will 
expand) 

  

Action Item 2.2: 
By (insert month/year), enter action step here (row will 
expand) 
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TruePlan

aa01
North East Corner Conditions

00 Existing Conditions

Phase 02 Pilot Conditions

view blocked by left turn lane

full view of crosswalk

ambiguous stop location

Sweeping right turn cuts off crosswalk

clear stop location

clear radus protects crosswalk
and slows turning vehicles

crossing guard more visible

crossing guard blocked by turn lane
Trainor Gate & F Street Summary

The proposed improvements at the Trainor Gate 
& F Street crossing are intended to be 
implemented as a phased, low-cost pilot that 
incrementally improves visibility, pedestrian 
safety, and driver behavior while allowing real-
world testing and refinement. Existing conditions 
are characterized by limited visibility of the 
crossing guard and crosswalk due to the 
dedicated left-turn lane, sweeping right-turn 
movements that encroach on the pedestrian 
space, and an unclear stopping location for 
vehicles.

Phase 01 introduces cyan-colored shoulder art 
and temporary delineation treatments that 
visually narrow the roadway, increase driver 
awareness, and begin reinforcing desired vehicle 
paths. These initial treatments are intended to 
test concepts, build public familiarity, and collect 
operational data with minimal infrastructure 
investment.

Phase 02 expands upon the successful elements 
of the pilot with green curb extensions, refuge 
islands, and additional geometric changes that 
more directly address the underlying safety 
concerns. Together, these improvements create 
clearer stopping positions, improve visibility 
between drivers and crossing users, reduce 
turning speeds, and provide greater protection 
and comfort for pedestrians. The phased 
approach allows each step to inform the next 
while steadily progressing toward a safer and 
more intuitive crossing environment.

Phase 01 Pilot Conditions (not pictured)
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West Bound Perspective

00 Existing Conditions

Phase 02 Pilot Conditions

view blocked by left turn lane

full view of crosswalk

visual friction to slow cars

clear stop location
reinforced by stop bar

ambiguous stop location

Phase 01 Pilot Conditions crosswalk and guard remain 
obscured by left turning vehicles

stop location indicated

vert. delineators
add friction

crossing guard not visible

crossing guard is visible

West Bound Conditions Summary
Existing conditions create a significant visibility challenge for westbound 
drivers approaching the Trainor Gate & F Street crossing. The dedicated 
left-turn lane allows vehicles to queue in a position that obscures both 
the crosswalk and the crossing guard, while also creating uncertainty 
about where drivers should stop. Phase 01 introduces temporary curb 
extensions, pavement treatments, and vertical delineators to better 
define the stopping location and increase driver awareness. While these 
measures improve roadway definition and add visual friction that can 
encourage slower speeds, they do not fully resolve the underlying 
visibility issue, as left-turning vehicles may still obstruct views of the 
crossing guard and pedestrians. Phase 02 addresses the root cause by 
removing the left-turn lane and introducing a median refuge island, 
establishing a clear stopping position, improving sightlines between 
drivers and crossing users, and creating a narrower, more self-enforcing 
roadway environment. Together, these changes substantially improve 
pedestrian visibility, crossing guard recognition, and overall crossing 
safety.
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East Bound Perspective

00 Existing Conditions

Phase 02 Pilot Conditions

view blocked by left turn lane

full view of BOTH crosswalks

visual friction to slow cars

clear stop location
reinforced by stop bar

ambiguous stop location
for far-side crosswalk

Phase 01 Pilot Conditions crosswalk remains obscured by
left turning vehicles

stop location indicated
vert. delineators
add friction

East Bound Conditions Summary
Existing eastbound conditions create a visibility challenge for 
drivers approaching the Trainor Gate & F Street crossing. The 
dedicated left-turn lane limits sightlines to the crosswalk and 
crossing guard, while the absence of a clearly defined stopping 
location can lead to inconsistent driver behavior. Phase 01 
introduces temporary curb extensions, pavement treatments, 
and vertical delineators to establish a more recognizable stop 
location, increase driver awareness, and improve roadway 
definition. While these measures provide incremental safety 
benefits, left-turning vehicles can still partially obscure the 
crossing area and limit visibility of pedestrians. Phase 02 builds 
upon these improvements by removing the left-turn lane and 
introducing a median refuge island, creating a clear stopping 
position, improving sightlines to the crosswalk, and adding 
visual friction that encourages lower vehicle speeds. The result is 
a safer and more intuitive crossing environment with improved 
pedestrian visibility, more predictable driver behavior, and 
greater comfort for all users.
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Pilot Plan Concept Phase 1

01 Enlarged Plan Northwest Corner | Art Shape Detail |  Scale: 1"=10'-0"
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Pilot Plan Concept Phase 1

01 Enlarged Plan Northeast Corner | Art Shape Detail |  Scale: 1"=10'-0"
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Pilot Plan Concept Phase 1

01 Enlarged Plan Southeast Corner | Art Shape Detail |  Scale: 1"=10'-0"
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Pilot Plan Concept Phase 1

01 Enlarged Plan Southwest Corner | Art Shape Detail |  Scale: 1"=10'-0"
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Railroad
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Pilot Plan Concept Phase 2

01 Plan 1:20
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2 Paint Median Art (475 SF)
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Statutory Authority: 

Authority: 

AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.010.  Traffic-control signal legend.

(a) When traffic is controlled by an official traffic-control signal displaying colored lights or
lighted arrows, only green, red, and yellow may be used, except for a special pedestrian signal
carrying a word legend. The lights indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as
follows:   

       (1) green indication   

                   (A) vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed through or turn
right or left, unless a sign at the location prohibits the turn; vehicular traffic, including vehicles
turning right or left, must yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully
within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited;   

                   (B) vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal may cautiously enter the
intersection to make the movement indicated by the arrow, or other movement permitted by
other indications shown at the same time; vehicular traffic must yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection;
display of a green arrow signal indicates that the movement indicated by the arrow is not
impeded by oncoming traffic;   

                   (C) unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal, as provided in 13
AAC 02.015, pedestrians facing a green signal, except when the green signal is a turn arrow,
may proceed across the roadway within a marked or unmarked crosswalk;   

       (2) steady yellow indication   

                   (A) vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is warned that the movement
allowed under (a)(1) of this section is being terminated and that a red indication will be exhibited
immediately following the yellow indication;   

                   (B) pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal, unless
otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in 13 AAC 02.015, may not start to
cross the roadway, as there is insufficient time to cross before a red indication will be exhibited;   

       (3) steady red indication   

                   (A) vehicular traffic facing a steady circular red signal may not enter the
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intersection and must stop at a clearly marked stop line or, if none, before entering the crosswalk
on the near side of the intersection or, if none, before entering the intersection; vehicular traffic
must remain standing until an indication to proceed is shown, except as provided in (a)(3)(B) of
this section;   

                   (B) a driver of a vehicle who has stopped as provided in (a)(3)(A) of this section
may, after stopping, cautiously proceed to turn right or left from the lawful lane for the turn,
except that no person may turn left onto a two-way street when facing a steady red indication;
these movements are not allowed if an official traffic-control device prohibits them or directs the
driver’s attention to a green arrow signal which controls these movements; vehicular traffic
making such a turn must yield the right-of-way to another vehicle or to a pedestrian lawfully
within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited;   

                   (C) vehicular traffic facing a steady red arrow indication may not enter the
intersection to make the movement indicated by the arrow and, unless entering the intersection to
make a movement permitted by another indication, must stop at a clearly marked stop line or, if
none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, before
entering the intersection, and must remain standing until an indication permitting the movement
indicated by the red arrow is shown;   

                   (D) unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in 13
AAC 02.015, no pedestrian facing a steady circular red or red arrow signal may enter the
roadway.   

(b) If an official traffic-control signal is maintained at a place other than an intersection, the
provisions of this section are applicable to the signal, except as to those provisions which by
their nature have no application. A required stop must be made at a sign or marking on the
pavement indicating where the stop must be made or, if none, the stop must be made at the
signal.

(In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Register 3; am 8/10/66, Register 22; am 12/31/69,
Register 31; am 6/28/79, Register 70)

Statutory Authority: 

Authority: 

AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.015.  Pedestrian-control signals.

When a pedestrian-control signal exhibiting the words “walk” or “don’t walk” is in place, the
signal indicates as follows:   
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       (1) “walk” — a pedestrian facing this signal may proceed across the roadway in the
direction of the signal, and every driver must yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian;   

       (2) “don’t walk” — no pedestrian may start to cross the roadway in the direction of this
signal; a pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the “walk” signal shall proceed
to a sidewalk or safety island while the “don’t walk” signal is showing.

(In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Register 3; am 8/10/66, Register 22; am 12/31/69,
Register 31; am 6/28/79, Register 70)

Statutory Authority: 

Authority: 

AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.020.  Flashing signals.

(a) A flashing red or yellow light which appears in a traffic signal or a traffic sign requires
obedience by vehicular traffic as follows:   

       (1) flashing red (stop signal) — when a red lens is lighted with rapid intermittent flashes,
drivers of vehicles must stop at a clearly marked stop line or, if none, before entering the
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting
roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before
entering it; the right to proceed is subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop
sign;   

       (2) circular flashing yellow (caution signal) — when a yellow circular lens is lighted with
rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed cautiously through the intersection or
past the yellow signal; drivers must yield the right-of-way to other vehicles lawfully within the
intersection, to other vehicles approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an
immediate hazard, and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at
the time the signal is exhibited;   

       (3) flashing yellow arrow (yield turn signal) — when a yellow arrow lens is lighted with
rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed cautiously through the intersection to
make the movement indicated by the arrow; drivers must yield the right-of-way to other vehicles
lawfully within the intersection, to other vehicles approaching on another roadway so closely as
to constitute an immediate hazard, and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an
adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited.   

(b) This section does not apply at railroad grade crossings where the conduct of drivers is
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THREE CLASS E-BIKE MODEL:
»  CLASS 1: Bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider 

is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the e-bike reaches 20mph.

» CLASS 2: Bicycle equipped with a throttle-actuated motor, that ceases to provide 

assistance when the e-bike reaches 20mph.

» CLASS 3: Bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider 

is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the e-bike reaches 28mph.

In the interest of safety, local governments would be allowed to restrict, regulate or 

prohibit the use of e-bikes in their parks, on paths and on trails. In the absence of 

local ordinances, Class 1 and Class 2 e-bikes would be allowed on paths and trails; 

while Class 3 e-bikes would only be allowed on roadways. The e-bike class model 

also allows local agencies to permit e-bikes on paths or bikeways where they are 

traditionally not allowed, in the event that the alternative route is considered 

hazardous. This is a local jurisdictional decision.

These regulatory updates would also mean that:
»  E-bikes are not subject to the registration, licensing, or insurance requirements 

that apply to motor vehicles.

» Helmets are required for riders of Class 3 e-bikes.

»  Persons under 16 years of age are not be able to ride a Class 3 e-bike (unless  

as a passenger).

»  All e-bike manufacturers must apply a standard label to each e-bike specifying 

its type and wattage to help law enforcement agencies determine if an e-bike 

has access to a particular bikeway.

» The same rules of the road apply to both e-bikes and human powered bicycles 

when it comes to speed, proper passing, local traffic laws, speed limits, 

equipment and other ordinances.

WITH AN E-BIKE, BICYCLISTS CAN RIDE MORE OFTEN, 
FARTHER, AND FOR MORE TRIPS. 
Electric bicycles are designed to be as safe as traditional bicycles, do not 

compromise consumer safety, and benefit bicyclists who may be discouraged 

from riding a traditional bicycle due to limited physical fitness, age, disability 

or convenience.

LEARN MORE: PEOPLEFORBIKES.ORG/E-BIKES

The objective of this initiative is to ensure that:
» Outdated vehicle regulations are updated to reflect technological advances.

» Low speed e-bikes are regulated similarly to traditional bicycles.

» Consumers and retailers are not confused about their state’s e-bike law.

» The public is encouraged to take advantage of the benefits that e-bikes offer.

Nearly 30 states have incorporated e-bikes into their traffic codes and regulated 

them similarly to traditional bicycles. However, approximately 20 states still have 

outdated laws that lack a specific classification for electric bicycles.

PEOPLEFORBIKES is working to update state laws governing the 

use of electric bicycles (e-bikes) across the U.S. In many states, e-bikes 

lack a specific vehicle classification and it is unclear how they are 

regulated. They may be interpreted to fall within terms primarily aimed 

at combustion engine vehicles such as mopeds or scooters. Our goal is 

to clearly define e-bikes and provide sensible roles for their use. 

MOVING E-BIKE LAWS INTO THE FUTURE

PeopleForBikes.org

ACCEPTABLE

MODEL 
LEGISLATION

PROBLEMATIC 

» Regulated as a bicycle
» Passengers allowed
» No age minimum
» No licensing or registration required
» Can use existing bike infrastructure

» Regulated as a moped or motor vehicle
» Confusing equipment + use requirements
» Confusing licensing + registration requirements
» Confusing access to bike infrastructure

» PeopleForBikes enacted our model law, 
which defines and regulates three 
classes of e-bikes.

E-BIKE REGULATIONS
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PROPOSED AAC REVISIONS  
FOR PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLIST SAFETY  
 
   

 

100 CUSHMAN STREET, SUITE 205 | FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 | www.fastplanning.us 

 
March 19, 2021 
 

Fairbanks Area Surface Transportation (FAST) Planning is the State-designated transportation planning 
organization for the Fairbanks and North Pole area and we recently adopted a Resolution in support of 
revisions to Title 13 of Alaska Administrative Code (AAC) to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  
Alaska is currently ranked #1 in the U.S. for the number of people who walk and bike to work per capita, 
but #44 in the U.S. with respect to laws that create protections for people who walk and bike.  The 
below-listed sections of AAC have not been updated since 1979 and most recent 5-year averages of 
fatalities and serious injuries for pedestrians and bicyclists exceed the goals of Alaska Strategic Highway 
Safety Plan and are trending upward.  We would like to know if other communities throughout the 
State support new provisions in AAC as well:   

 13 AAC 02.050  New provisions to improve safety of vehicles passing bicyclists in the roadway 
 (i.e. safe passing law) 

 13 AAC 02.400  New provisions for bicycle lane and shared lane use markings (i.e. sharrows) for 
 riding bicycles on roadways 

 13 AAC 02.455  New provisions to improve safety and reduce conflicts for bicyclists and 
 pedestrians with off-highway vehicles traveling on sidewalks and other locations 
 officially designated for non-motorized use only 

Attached to this cover is a copy of the Resolution, FAST Planning’s recommended revisions to 13 AAC 02, 
supporting documents, and an overview of the regulation adoption process.  The language for the 
revisions was developed by our Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee and vetted through the Traffic 
& Safety Section of the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) Regional and 
Headquarters Offices.  The Resolution was passed unanimously on March 17, 2021, by FAST Planning’s 
Policy Board, which consists of the Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) Mayor, City of Fairbanks Mayor, 
City of North Pole Mayor, Alaska DOT&PF Northern Region Director, Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation Air Quality Division Director, and representatives from the FNSB Assembly 
and Fairbanks City Council. 

Since FAST Planning only represents two communities in the State, we would like to know if other 
communities throughout the State support these revisions as well before we submit an official proposal 
to the Alaska Department of Public Safety (who oversees these sections of AAC).  We are sharing this 
Resolution with Cities, Boroughs, and other interested organizations for feedback, which may be in the 
form of Resolutions, Letters of Support/Opposition, or general comments.  Please direct your feedback 
to FAST Planning at the letterhead address or email jackson.fox@fastplanning.us by June 30, 2021. 

 

Please contact Jackson Fox, FAST Planning’s Executive Director, at (907) 205-4276 or 
jackson.fox@fastplanning.us if you have any questions or would like additional information. 
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March 17, 2021 

 

FAIRBANKS AREA SURFACE TRANSPORTATION (FAST) PLANNING 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF REVISIONS TO ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO IMPROVE SAFETY 
FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS USING THE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK 

WHEREAS, FAST Planning is the State-designated transportation planning organization for the 
Fairbanks and North Pole area and supports local and Statewide policy, programmatic, and 
infrastructure improvements that improve safety and comfort of pedestrians and bicyclists using the 
transportation network; and 

WHEREAS, Title 13 of Alaska Administrative Code, Chapter 2, Sections 50, 400, and 455 (13 AAC 
02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, 13 AAC 02.455) for non-motorized conveyances have not been updated since 
1979; and 

WHEREAS, provisions are needed in 13 AAC 02.050 to improve safety of vehicles passing 
bicyclists in the roadway; and 

WHEREAS, provisions in are needed 13 AAC 02.400 for bicycle lane and shared lane use 
markings (i.e. sharrows) for riding bicycles on roadways; and 

WHEREAS, provisions are needed in 13 AAC 02.455 to improve safety and reduce conflicts for 
bicyclists and pedestrians with off-highway vehicles traveling on sidewalks and other locations officially 
designated for non-motorized use only; and 

WHEREAS, residents of the State of Alaska recognize that pedestrians and bicyclists share 
transportation networks with motorized vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, the most recent five-year averages of fatalities and serious injuries for pedestrians 
and bicyclists exceed the goals of Alaska Strategic Highway Safety Plan and are trending upward; and 

WHEREAS, one of the goals of the Alaska Statewide Active Transportation Plan is to improve 
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists who use the transportation network by reducing the number and 
severity of conflicts between people walking, bicycling, and driving; and  

WHEREAS, in 2016 Alaska was ranked #1 in the U.S. by the Alliance for Walking & Bicycling for 
the number of people who walk and bike to work per capita; and 

WHEREAS, the rates of walking and bicycling in Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska’s two largest 
population centers, have increased since 2017; and 

WHEREAS, in 2019 Alaska was ranked 39th in the U.S by the League of American Bicyclists for 
bicycle friendliness receiving a grade of “F” in 6 out of 17 categories including state transportation 
funding, planned and recently built bicycle and pedestrian facilities, laws that create protections for 
people who bike and walk, design and access policies, understanding people who bike and walk, and 
formal user group engagement; and 
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WHEREAS, 35 of the 50 states in the U.S., not including Alaska, have adopted Safe Passing Laws 
to improve safety for bicyclists, and the League of American Bicyclists has recommended the State of 
Alaska adopt a safe passing law with a minimum distance of 3 feet to address bicyclist safety and has 
provided a white paper that provides examples of how other states have adopted and implemented this 
type of law; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska ranked 44th in the U.S. with respect to laws that create 
protections for people who bike and walk; and 

WHEREAS, the FAST Planning Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee has provided 
recommended revisions to 13 AAC 02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, and 13 AAC 02.455 for consideration of the 
Alaska Department of Public Safety to initiate changes, which are attached to this Resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that FAST Planning supports the review and revision of 13 
AAC 02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, and 13 AAC 02.455 by the Alaska Department of Public Safety to improve 
safety for pedestrians and bicyclists using the transportation network in accordance with the 
recommended revisions attached to this Resolution. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 17TH DAY OF MARCH 2021. 

 

 
___________________________ 
Ryan Anderson, P.E. 
Chair, FAST Planning Policy Board 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Jackson C. Fox 
Executive Director, FAST Planning  
 
 
 
 
AYES:  Mayor Welch, Mayor Matherly, Mayor Ward, Mr. Tomaszewksi, Ms. Edwards, Mr. Anderson 
NOES: 
ABSENT:  Mr. Gibson 
ABSTAIN: 
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Use of Roadway 

13 AAC 02.050. Driving on right side of roadway - exceptions and special 
situations  

(a) Upon a roadway of sufficient width, a vehicle must be driven upon the right half of the 
roadway, except as follows:  

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or 
when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into an alley, private road or 
driveway;  

(2) when traveling upon a roadway marked or divided as provided by 13 AAC 02.025, 13 
AAC 02.085, or 13 AAC 02.095, or within an urban district upon a roadway restricted to 
one-way traffic; or  

(3) when an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of 
the highway; a driver must yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling in the opposite 
direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway.  

(4) repealed 6/28/79;  

(5) repealed 6/28/79.  

(b) Upon all roadways outside an urban district, a vehicle other than an emergency vehicle 
proceeding at less than the maximum authorized speed of traffic must be driven in the 
right-hand lane or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, 
except when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or 
when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into an alley, private road, or driveway. 
However, on a two-lane highway outside an urban district where passing is unsafe because 
of oncoming traffic or other conditions, the driver of a motor vehicle proceeding at less than 
the maximum authorized speed of traffic and behind whom five or more vehicles are formed 
in a line shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place designated as a turnout or wherever 
sufficient area for a safe turnout exists in order to permit following vehicles to pass. 

(c) When overtaking or passing a person operating a bicycle proceeding in the same 
direction of travel, the driver of a motor vehicle shall pass to the left of the person operating 
a bicycle, not less than three feet between any portion of the vehicle and the bicycle, and 
shall not return to the center of the travel lane until the vehicle is clear of the overtaken 
person operating a bicycle. 

(d) The driver of a motor vehicle may pass a person operating a bicycle by driving to the 
left of the centerline of a roadway, including if necessary in a no passing zone, provided the 
roadway to the left is unobstructed and the driver can pass the bicycle without interfering 
with oncoming traffic. This paragraph does not authorize driving on the left side of the 
center of a roadway when prohibited by 13 AAC 02.060 and 13 AAC 02.065.   
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13 AAC 02.060. Limitations on driving left of center  

(a) A vehicle may not be driven on the left side of a roadway under the following conditions:  

(1) when approaching within 500 feet of the crest of a grade or a curve in a highway 
where the driver's view is obstructed for a distance which creates a hazard if another 
vehicle is approaching from the opposite direction;  

(2) when approaching within 100 feet of or traversing an intersection or railroad grade 
crossing unless otherwise indicated by an official traffic control device; or  

(3) when the view is obstructed upon approaching within 300 feet of a bridge, viaduct, 
or tunnel;  

(4) repealed 6/28/79.  

(b) The provisions in (a) of this section do not apply to a vehicle on a one-way roadway, or 
under the conditions described in 13 AAC 02.050(a)(3), or to the driver of a vehicle turning 
left from an alley, private road, or driveway.  

13 AAC 02.065. Overtaking a vehicle on the left - limitations  

(a) Except as provided in sec. 55 of this chapter, the driver of a vehicle overtaking another 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left of the overtaken vehicle at a 
safe distance, and may not return to its right lane until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. 
Upon audible signal, the driver of the overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor 
of the overtaking vehicle. If the driver of the overtaking vehicle must perform the passing 
maneuver in a lane reserved for oncoming traffic, the driver of the overtaken vehicle may 
not increase the speed of his vehicle until the overtaking vehicle has passed and driven back 
to the right side of the roadway.  

(b) No vehicle may be driven to the left side of the center of a roadway in overtaking and 
passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless authorized by this chapter 
and unless the left side of the roadway is clearly visible and free of oncoming traffic for a 
sufficient distance ahead to permit the overtaking and passing to be completed without 
interfering with the flow of traffic approaching from the opposite direction or with a vehicle 
overtaken. The overtaking vehicle shall return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as 
practicable and, if the passing movement involves the use of a lane authorized for vehicles 
approaching from the opposite direction, before coming within 200 feet of an approaching 
vehicle.  
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Special Rules for Bicycles, Nonmotorized Conveyances, Motorcycles, and 
Motor-Driven Cycles 

13 AAC 02.400. Riding bicycles on roadways and bicycle paths  

(a) A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the 
roadway as practicable, and shall give way to the right as far as practicable to a motor 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction when the driver of the motor vehicle gives audible 
signal. except:  

(1) when passing another bicycle or vehicle traveling in the same direction;  

(2) when making a left turn at an intersection or driveway;  

(3) when roadway or other conditions makes riding to the right dangerous or impractical; or 

(4) when authorized by traffic control devices, signs, or markings (i.e. bicycle lanes and shared 

lane use markings). 

(b) Persons riding bicycles on a roadway may not ride more than two abreast except on 
paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.  

(_) Persons riding bicycles two abreast may not impede traffic and, in a laned roadway, 
shall ride within theas far thestto the right laneas practicable.  

(c) When a shoulder of the highway is maintained in good condition, an operator of a bicycle 
shall use the shoulder of the roadway.  

(d) A person operating a bicycle on a trail, shared use path, sidewalk, or sidewalk areaother 
facility solely intended for the use of non-motorized forms of transportation shall  

(1) exercise care to avoid colliding with other persons or vehicles;  

(2) give an audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian; and  

(3) yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian.  

(e) Repealed 6/28/79.  

(f) A person riding a bicycle intending to turn left shall, unless he the operator dismounts 
and crosses as a pedestrian, comply with the provisions of sec. 200 of this chapter. The 
operator of a bicycle must give a signal by hand and arm continuously during the last 100 
feet traveled unless the hand is needed in the control or operation of the bicycle. When 
stopped to await an opportunity to turn, a hand and arm signal must be given continuously 
by the operator.  

(g) No person may ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk in a business district or where prohibited 
by an official traffic-control device. (h) No bicycle race may be conducted upon a roadway, 
except as provided under AS 05.35. 

(h) No bicycle race may be conducted upon a roadway, except as provided under AS 05.35. 
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Special Rules for Snowmobiles and Other Off-Highway Vehicles 

13 AAC 02.455. Operation on highways and other locations  

(a) A snowmobile or an off-highway vehicle may be driven on a roadway or shoulder of a 
highway only under the following circumstances:  

(1) when crossing a highway as provided in (f) of this section, or when traversing a 
bridge or culvert on a highway, but then only by driving at the extreme right-hand edge 
of the bridge or culvert and only when the traverse can be completed with safety and 
without interfering with other traffic on the highway;  

(2) when use of the highway by other motor vehicles is impossible because of snow or 
ice accumulation or other natural conditions or when the highway is posted or otherwise 
designated as being open to travel by off-highway vehicles;  

(3) when highway driving is authorized by an authority having jurisdiction over the 
highway, but only in accordance with restrictions which may be imposed by that 
authority with regard to highway use; or  

(4) when driven on the right-of-way of a highway which is not a controlled-access 
highway, outside the roadway or shoulder, and no closer than three feet from the 
nearest edge of the roadway; night driving may be only on the right-hand side of the 
highway and in the same direction as the highway motor vehicle traffic in the nearest 
lane of the roadway; no person may drive an off-highway vehicle within the area 
dividing the roadways of a divided highway, except to cross the highway as provided in 
(f) of this section.  

(b) Repealed 6/28/79.  

(c) Repealed 6/28/79.  

(d) Repealed 6/28/79.  

(e) Repealed 6/28/79.  

(f) A snowmobile or an off-highway vehicle may make a direct crossing of a highway if  

(1) the crossing is made approximately at a right angle to the highway and at a location 
where visibility along the highway in both directions is clear for a sufficient distance to 
assure safety, and the crossing can be completed safely and without interfering with 
other traffic on the highway; and  

(2) the vehicle is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or roadway, 
and the driver yields the right-of-way to all traffic on the highway.  

(g) NoA person operating a snowmobile or other off-highway vehicle may not cross or travel 
on or within three feet of a sidewalk, a location intended for pedestrian useor other 
nonmotorized traffic, a bicycle lane, a path or other trail, an alley, or a vehicular way or 
area which is not open to snowmobile or off-highway vehicle operation, except as provided 
in (f) of this section. 
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Infrastructure & Funding D

Education & Encouragment D

Legislation & Enforcement D+

Policies & Programs D

Evaluation & Planning C

Successes & Suggestions
The Bicycle Friendly State report card is based on over 100 data points 
for each state and input from state agencies and advocates. Based on the 
information we obtained for Alaska, the League of American Bicyclists 
believes the following actions will improve the safety, comfort, and 
accessibility of bicycling in Alaska.

Adopt a statewide policy that requires bicycle accommodations on all 
bridge and tunnel projects. These once in a generation projects should 
create connections for all transportation users rather than build barriers.

Alaska has set a safety target [https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/spm/
state_safety_targets/] that anticipates an increase in the number of 
non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries. While this target may reflect 
current trends, it is also a statement of goals and Alaska should set goals 
that reflect a commitment to improving road safety and reaching zero 
deaths and serious injuries.

Alaska has begun the process of updating its Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan. This is a great opportunity for the state DOT to work with Alaska 
communities and plan for a future where people in Alaska have safe and 
accessible biking and walking facilities.

Dedicate state funding for bicycle projects and programs, especially those 
focused on safety and eliminating gaps and increasing access for bicycle 
networks.

Adopt a goal to increase the prevalence of people biking. More people 
biking can improve rates of physical activity, reduce emissions, and reduce 
cost of transportation projects compared to motor vehicle projects.

Adopt a safe passing law with a minimum distance of 3 feet to address 
bicyclist safety. The League has a white paper that provides examples of 
how other states have adopted and implemented this type of law: https://
bikeleague.org/sites/default/files/BFS_WP-Safe_Passing_law-07_2018.pdf

Adopt a statewide Complete Streets policy. The National Complete Streets 
Coalition has a model state policy and a variety of other resources to 
ensure adoption and implementation.

Allow the flexibility for all units of government statewide to use NACTO 
and AASHTO standards as well as the state’s own design standards. Or, 
alternatively incorporate NACTO and AASHTO standards into state design 
standards and guidance.

Install a Protected Bike Lane on a state-owned road.

Federal Data on Biking                        Rank

Ridership 1% of commuters  
biking to worki 7/50

Safety 3.7 fatalities  
per 10K bike commutersii 12/50

Spending $11.90 per capita FHWA  
spending on biking and walkingiii 1/50

PAGE 1

Bicycle Friendly Actions 
bikeleague.org/bicycle-friendly-actions

Action Taken?

Complete Streets Law / Policy

Safe Passing Law (3ft+)

Statewide bike plan last 10 years New in 2019

2% or more federal funds on bike/ped

Bicycle Safety Emphasis Area 

ALASKA

REPORT CARD

The Bicycle Friendly States ranking is based on a comprehensive survey completed by state departments of transportation and state bicycling 
advocates. For more information, visit bikeleague.org/states or contact Ken McLeod at (202)-822-1333 or ken@bikeleague.org.

39
OF 50

Get the full breakdown of each category and grade average on the next page. 

i This figure is based upon the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimate.
ii This figure is based upon fatalities reported over a five-year period according to the National 
Highway Administration (NHTSA)’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System and the 2015 5-year ACS 
estimate of the number of bicycle commuters.
iii FHWA spending is based upon projects coded using any of three project types associated with 
bicycling and walking projects through the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)’s Fiscal 
Management Information System. To calculate per capita spending we used a five-year average for 
fiscal years 2011-2016 and the 2015 5-year ACS state population estimate.

RANKED

STATE  ADVOCACY GROUP: 

WALK BIKE ALASKA
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Category Breakdown:  

ALASKA

Evaluation & Planning
Ranked 38 of 50 States

STATE DOT BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PLANS  Does the state 
have a bicycle and/or pedestrian plan and does that plan 
follow best practices?

C-

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY  Has the state made 
bicyclist and pedestrian safety an emphasis and what does 
data say about safety?

B

UNDERSTANDING PEOPLE WHO BIKE AND WALK  Does the 
state have programs in place to collect data on people who 
walk and bike?

F+

FORMAL USER GROUP ENGAGEMENT  Does the state have an 
official Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Advisory Committee and 
does it follow best practices?

F

Policies & Programs
Ranked 47 of 50 States

COMPLETE STREETS
Does the state have a complete streets policy and processes 
to support its implementation?

D-

DESIGN AND ACCESS POLICIES
Does the state have policies in place to ensure good design 
and access for people who bike and walk?

F

STATE OF PRACTICE DEVELOPMENT
Does the state support trainings on bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure and complete streets implementation?

C-

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION POLICIES
Does the state work incorporate multi-disciplinary 
considerations in the development and implementation of 
transportation projects?

D

Education & Encouragement
Ranked 50 of 50 States

STATE DOT EDUCATION & ENCOURAGEMENT SUPPORT
Does the state DOT support bicycling and walking events and 
education materials?

D

MODE SHARE & ADVOCACY  Do people bike to work and are 
they organized to advocate for improvements? C-

Infrastructure & Funding 
Ranked 45 of 50 States

DESIGN AND EXISTENCE OF INFRASTRUCTURE
Has the state made it easy to build bicycle infrastructure and 
installed a variety of infrastructure on state facilities?

D

STATE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
Does the state allocate funding to bicycling or limit state 
funding for bicycling?

F

USE OF FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
Does the state take advantage of available federal funding for 
biking and walking?

B-

PLANNED AND RECENTLY BUILT BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN 
FACILITIES How many lane miles of bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities has the state reportedly planned to build and built?

F

PAGE 2

The Bicycle Friendly State ranking is based on a comprehensive survey 
completed by state departments of transportation and state bicycling 

advocates. For more information, visit bikeleague.org/states or contact 
Ken McLeod at (202)-822-1333 or ken@bikeleague.org.

D

D

D

C

Legislation & Enforcement
Ranked 44 of 50 States

LAWS THAT REGULATE DRIVER BEHAVIOR AND METHODS OF 
ENFORCEMENT  Does the state have strong comprehensive 
distracted driving laws and allow photo enforcement?

C

LAWS THAT RESTRICT THE BEHAVIOR OF PEOPLE WHO BIKE 
AND WALK  How does the state unnecessarily restrict the 
behavior of people who bike and walk? 

C-

LAWS THAT CREATE PROTECTIONS FOR PEOPLE WHO BIKE 
AND WALK  Does the state have laws that provide specific 
protections for people who bike and walk?

F

D+

REPORT CARD

IN-HOUSE AD

SEE THE BICYCLE FRIENDLY STATE DATABASE MAP:  
BIKELEAGUE.ORG/BFA/AWARDS

W E ’ R E  A L L  I N  T H I S
T O G E T H E R !

As a member, you’ll receive American Bicyclist, Bicycling 
magazine, and help propel the bike movement forward as 
we work to make bicycling safer, more convenient, and 
accessible to all.  JOIN TODAY AT BIKELEAGUE.ORG/JOIN

J O I N  U S !
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Learn more at WWW.BIKELEAGUE.ORG

SAFE PASSING LAWS TARGET 
THE MOST COMMON BEHAVIOR 
THAT KILLS PEOPLE WHO BIKE - 
UNSAFE PASSING

THE PROBLEM
Overtaking motorists are consistently the most 
common cause of death for people who bike. 
While the specifics of each crash may be different, 
and overtaking crashes may be a relatively 
small portion of all bicycle-involved crashes, 
there is no denying that motorists overtaking 
bicyclists are a clear threat to bicyclists. 

Without clear laws that specifically make it illegal 
to overtake a bicyclist unsafely there is no basis 
for law enforcement, judges, and juries to ensure 
that bicyclists are protected and/or compensated 
when they are injured due to unsafe passing.

THE SOLUTION

Safe passing laws that provide a defined distance for 
motorists overtaking a bicyclist are a clear response to 
the threat that overtaking motorists pose to bicyclists. 
To have maximum effect these laws should be:

1. CLEAR – they should define a minimum 
safe passing distance with an easy to remember 
standard that can be communicated in public 
signage and other public messages.

2. ENFORCEABLE – they should provide 
a consistent basis for enforcement that can 
be used by law enforcement officers.

3. STATEWIDE – they should be statewide 
to minimize local signage requirements and 
to be integrated into statewide licensing 
and education programs for drivers.

ACTION: SAFE PASSING LAW

BICYCLE FRIENDLY STATE ACTION - SAFE PASSING LAW

500
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NUMBER OF ANNUAL BICYCLIST FATALITIES

NHTSA Crash Types for Pedalcyclist fatalities 2014-2016

NHTSA Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
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Learn more at WWW.BIKELEAGUE.ORG

BICYCLE FRIENDLY STATE ACTION - SAFE PASSING LAW

QUICK FACTS
When overtaking or passing a person operating a bicycle proceeding in the 
same direction, the driver of a motor vehicle shall exercise due care and:

» If there is more than one lane for traffic proceeding in the same 
direction, move the vehicle to the lane to the immediate left, if the 
lane is available and moving into the lane is reasonably safe; or

» If there is only one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, 
pass to the left of the person operating a bicycle at a safe distance, which 
must be not less than 3 feet between any portion of the vehicle and the 
bicycle, and shall not move again to the right side of the highway until 
the vehicle is safely clear of the overtaken person operating a bicycle.

The driver of a motor vehicle may drive to the left of the center of a roadway, 
including when a no passing zone is marked, to pass a person operating 
a bicycle only if the roadway to the left of the center is unobstructed for 
a sufficient distance to permit the driver to pass the person operating the 
bicycle safely and avoid interference with oncoming traffic. This paragraph 
does not authorize driving on the left side of the center of the roadway when 
prohibited under [the state’s equivalent to UVC sections 11-303 (Overtaking 
a vehicle on the left), 11-305 (limitations on overtaking on the left), and 
11-306 (further limitations on driving on left of the center of roadway).]

The collision of a motor vehicle with a person operating a bicycle 
is prima facie evidence of a violation of this section.

THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS’ MODEL LAW

A 2014 review of media reports by the 
League of American Bicyclists found that 
40% of deaths with reported crash types 
were rear-end crashes, likely resulting from 
unsafe passing. 
»» Learn more at https://bikeleague.org/sites/de-

fault/files/EBC_report_final.pdf.

Data from the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety suggests that 45% of bicyclist 
deaths may be due to unsafe passing. Even 
where no crash occurs, unsafe passing con-
tributes to bicyclist attitudes towards safety 
and motor vehicles. 
»» Learn more at http://www.iihs.org/iihs/sr/status-

report/article/50/3/3.

According to a 2012 survey by NHTSA, 39% 
of people who reported a fear for their 
personal safety said it was due to a motorist 
driving very close to them - the most com-
mon reason for fear while riding. 
»» Learn more at https://one.nhtsa.gov/Driving-

Safety/Research-&-Evaluation/2012-National-
Survey-of-Bicyclist-and-Pedestrian-Attitudes-
and-Behavior.

See each state’s law at bikeleague.org/bike-law-university

SAFE PASSING LAW 
FACTS
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CHAPTER 2 REGULATION ADOPTION PROCESS 
 

Ch. 2 -4- August 2018 

 
 
 1 

Planning and decision 
making 

2 
Agency develops a draft 
regulation, public notice, 

additional regulation notice 
information, and fiscal note 

3 
Consultation with agency 

attorney 

Steps in the 
Regulation 
Adoption 
Process 

4 
Department of Law opens 

file 

5 
Agency publishes and 

distributes public notice, add'l 
regulation notice information, 
and regulation; posts public 

notice on Alaska Online 
Public Notice System 

6 
Public comment period; 

oral hearing 
 (if any) 

7 
Agency adopts 

regulation 

8 
Submit final regulation 

package to Department of 
Law for review and approval; 

submit to the governor's 
office  for review 

9 
Agency attorney 

reviews regulation 

10 
Regulations attorney 
reviews and either 

approves or disapproves 
regulation 

11 
Unless returned by the 

governor, Lt. governor's 
office files approved 

regulation; effective in 30 
days 

12 
Agency posts summary 
on Alaska Online Public 

Notice System 

Regulation published in 
Alaska Administrative 

Code 
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Aug. 3, 2021

Alaska Department of Public Safety
5700 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Subject: Support for Revisions to Alaska Administrative Code for Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety

The Alaska Outdoor Alliance is the voice of the state’s $2.2 billion outdoor recreation economy. We have
been entrusted to grow the annual bike and walk conference and to that end we have launched a
statewide active transportation sub-group with a goal of making Alaska more bike- and
pedestrian-friendly.

AOA’s Active Transportation subgroup supports Fairbanks Area Surface Transportation (FAST) Planning
revisions to Title 13 of Alaska Administrative Code, Chapter2, Sections 50, 400, and 455 (13 AAC
02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, 13 AAC 02.455) for non-motorized conveyances. We believe the changes, which
went through an extensive vetting and review process, would improve safety and reduce conflicts
between motorized and non-motorized users on Alaska’s roadways.

We applaud FAST Planning’s common sense revisions and clarifications that would help modernize code,
which has been on the books since 1979, helping Alaska keep pace with best practices in transportation
planning and regulations and improve safety for all on Alaska’s roads.

Please seriously consider amending 13 AAC  02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, and 13 AAC 02.455 as proposed
by FAST Planning. If you have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact me
directly.

Sincerely,

Lee Hart
Executive Director

Alaska Outdoor Alliance • leehartAK@gmail.com • 303.898.4141
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Center for Safe Alaskans  
4241 B St #100    Anchorage, AK 99503    (907) 929-3939    safealaskans.org 

August 18, 2021 
 
 
Alaska Department of Public Safety 
5700 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for Revisions to  
Alaska Administrative Code for Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Center for Safe Alaskans has been working to prevent injuries in Alaska for over 20 years.  In this spirit, 
we would like to express our support for revisions to Title 13 of Alaska Administrative Code, Chapter2, 
Sections 50, 400, and 455 (13 AAC 02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, 13 AAC 02.455) for non-motorized 
conveyances, which have not been updated since 1979.     
 
Safe Alaskans is committed to promoting safe cycling and walking in Alaska. Infrastructure 
improvements, safer behaviors and respect for all road users are critical to preventing deaths and 
injuries to nonmotorized road users. 
 
The Center for Safe Alaskans has reviewed and supports the language recommended for these revisions 
as well, and respectfully requests the Alaska Department of Public Safety consider amending 13 AAC 
02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, and 13 AAC 02.455 to include these new provisions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our support for this request and if you have any 
questions or need additional information, please contact me at Marcia.Howell@safealaskans.org or 
(907) 929-3939.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
__________________________ 
Marcia Howell, Executive Director 
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July 28, 2021 
 
 
Alaska Department of Public Safety 
5700 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
 
Subject: Support for Revisions to Alaska Administrative Code for Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety 
 
CRW Engineering Group, LLC is a multi-disciplinary engineering firm and a leader in planning, designing, and 
advocating for non-motorized transportation throughout Alaska. We are Alaska’s only Platinum level Bicycle 
Friendly Business according to the League of American Bicyclists, a distinction shared with only 75 other 
businesses nationwide. Whether hosting smart cycling courses or designing raised intersections and buffered bike 
lanes, our aim is to make space and improve safety for walking and biking in our communities. It is with the same 
motivation that we express our support for proposed revisions to Title 13 of Alaska Administrative Code, 
Chapter2, Sections 50, 400, and 455 (13 AAC 02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, 13 AAC 02.455) for non-motorized 
conveyances, which have not been updated since 1979. These proposed revisions are common sense clarifications 
about the legality and protections for non-motorized transportation and are consistent with best practices.   
 
The Fairbanks Area Surface Transportation (FAST) Planning, recently adopted a Resolution in support of revisions 
to these sections of AAC to improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety. The Resolution and accompanying 
recommendations: 

• Improve safety of vehicles passing bicyclists in the roadway (i.e. safe passing law), 
• Allow viable options for bicycle lane and shared lane use markings (i.e. sharrows) for riding bicycles on 

roadways, and  
• Improve safety and reduce conflicts for bicyclists and pedestrians with off-highway vehicles traveling on 

sidewalks and other locations officially designated for non-motorized use only.   
 
The language for the revisions was developed by FAST Planning’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee and 
vetted through the Traffic & Safety Section of the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities Regional 
and Headquarters Offices.  The AMATS Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee has reviewed and supports the 
language recommended for these revisions as well. 
 
CRW Engineering Group respectfully requests the Alaska Department of Public Safety consider amending 13 AAC 
02.050, 13 AAC 02.400, and 13 AAC 02.455 to include these new provisions. If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please contact me at blooney@crweng.com or (907) 646-5605.   
 
Sincerely, 
CRW Engineering Group, LLC 
 
 
 
Brian Looney, PE 
Principal 
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